THE  SYRIAN  CHRISTIANS  OF  MALABAR.               239

Eesolved to effect their purpose, stronger measures were
now resorted to. Plots were laid to seize Mar Joseph, the
Syrian Metran, whose influence against Eome was very great.
He was made prisoner and sent to Portugal in 1558; but
promising to bring over his people to the Church of Home,
he was allowed by the Queen to return to India. On his
arrival, however, he threw off his disguise, and again taught
the old doctrines. He was again captured and sent to Eome,
where he died.

Another Metran, Mar Simeon, who had been sent to
India by the Patriarch of Mosul, was decoyed to Cochin,
sent to Eome, and tried as a heretic by the Inquisition.
There is every reason to believe he ended his days in the
dungeons of the Inquisition in Portugal.

In 1595 Alexis de Menezes, who was about to proceed to
Goa as Archbishop, received a brief from Pope Clement VIII.,
directing him to make strict inquiry into the faith and obe-
dience of the Syrian bishop and his flock, and to prevent
any bishops or priests from Syria from reaching Malabar.
Early in 1599 Menezes, attended by Portuguese troops,
reached Cochin, and summoned the Syrian Archdeacon.
George (the late Metran being now dead) to appear before
him. The Archdeacon at first boldly refused allegiance to
the authority of the Church of Eome, but was at last tired
out by the perseverance and zeal of Menezes and the threats
of the Portuguese power, and induced to sign an acknow-
ledgment of the Pope's supremacy. Menezes visited in
person many of the Syrian churches, but they refused to
submit to his authority; with the exception of a few whom
he won over by denunciations, bribery, and fraud.

The assembling of a Council, or Synod, was now resolved
on, that there might be an appearance of legality in the
tyrannical and cruel proceedings of Menezes, This Synod met
at Udiampertir, or Diamper, near Cochin, on, 20th June, 1599.